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coming from Venta Cruz, fifteen miles northwest
of Panama, carrying silver and supplies, and the
other from Panama, loaded with jewels and gold.
Then a Spanish sentry was caught asleep by the
advanced party of Maroons, who smelt him out
by the match of his fire-lock. In his gratitude
for being protected from the Maroons, this man
confirmed the previous information.

The excitement now was most intense; for the
crowning triumph of a two-years' great adven-
ture was at last within striking distance of the
English crew. Drake drew them up in proper
order; and every man took off his shirt and put
it on again outside his coat, so that each would
recognize the others in the night attack. Then
they lay listening for the mule-bells, till presently
the warning tinkle let them know that recuas
were approaching from both Venta Cruz and
Panama. The first, or silver train from Venta
Cruz, was to pass in silence; only the second,
or gold train from Panama, was to be attacked.
Unluckily one of the Englishmen had been secretly
taking pulls at his flask and had just become pot-
valiant when a stray Spanish gentleman came
riding up from Venta Cruz. The Englishman
sprang to his feet, swayed about, was tripped up